
Announcements 
“Kindly silence or turn off your cell phone before the service 
begins.” 
 
TODAY is High School and College graduates recognition day. 
 
TODAY is the deadline for information for the Parish Paragraphs. 
 
Special music signups starting in June.  Please sign up on the 
bulletin board outside the office. 
 
Blessing Box – the outside food donation box is low or empty if 
anyone wants to contribute.  No applesauce please.  Thank you. 
 
LIBRARY - The congregation is invited to come to the library 
following the 10:00 service on Sunday May 31st  from 11:00 to 11:30 
to take any books you may want. 
 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR PAT KROFT will be Saturday, June 6, 
2026 from 2:00-5:00 in Fellowship Hall.  The family has requested 
an RSVP.  The RSVP may have been texted to you or is on 
Facebook.  If you have not seen it, please let the office know and 
we will notify the family. 
During June and July, we will only have one service at 10am.  We 
will start back to both services August 2nd. 
SIGN UP SHEETS for bakers for coffee hour and altar flowers are 
on the bulletin board.  If you sign up to bring desserts for coffee 
hour, please bring at least 6 dozen so there is plenty for everyone.  
Thank you all so much for your contributions. 
SPECIAL NOTE - We are praying for all those watching online. 
The emergency number for the church is 724-371-0215.  If the 
weather is questionable, please call this number to hear the voice 
recording say something like “Church service is cancelled due to 
morning snow. 
 
 
 

Order of Worship                
     
PRELUDE          Reflection on “Taps” – Dennis Janzer                             
                                                                                               Mark Tryon, Organist 
 
*OPENING HYMN                America, the Beautiful                            #572 
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 Bob Meadows 
 
MEMORIAL DAY                                                                        Roman Bennett 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Pastor Scott Carney 
L: Today we gather in remembrance and gratitude, honoring 

those who gave their lives with purpose and courage. 
P: We remember their sacrifice, and we honor their 

commitment to something greater than themselves. 
L: They lived—and died—with a deep sense of calling, offering 

their lives in service, freedom, and hope. 
P: May we be inspired by their example to live with purpose 

and intention. 
L: Not only remembering the past, but shaping the future, we 

commit ourselves to lives marked by justice, compassion, 
and peace. 

P: May our lives reflect meaning, direction, and a 
willingness to serve. 

L: Come, let us worship the God who calls each of us to a life 
of purpose. 

P: We come with grateful hearts, ready to live with purpose 
and hope.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                        Pastor Scott Carney 
Father, You have created us with purpose and called us to follow 
You.  We acknowledge that our lives belong to You and we are 
grateful for Your direction and truth. Shape our hearts to desire 
Your will above all else.  Strengthen us to walk boldly in the 
purpose You have given us.  Fill us with courage to obey, with 



clarity to follow Your voice, and with faith to trust Your plans.  
Strengthen us with your Spirit.  In the name of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus, Amen. 
 
*APOSTLES CREED 
All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; He descended to hell.  The third day he rose again from 
the dead.  He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From there He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE 
 
OFFERTORY        Concerto No. 1: Allegro Moderato – J. S. Bach 
                                                                                                 James Yoder, Violin 
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                     #625 
  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
ANTHEM    O God of Love, O King of Peace – James Yoder,Violinist 
                                  Worship Choir 

2026 GRADUATES                                                           Pastor Scott Carney 
 
SCRIPTURE                                               Jeremiah 29:11 (Amplified Bible) 

“For I know the plans and thoughts that I have for you,” 
says the LORD, “plans for peace and well-being and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
                                                                
SERMON          Purpose, Plans and Pursuits        Pastor Scott Carney 
                                                                                     
CLOSING HYMN             My Country, ‘Tis of Thee                               #571                                                     
 
*BENEDICTION 
  L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
  A: Thanks be to God 
 
*POSTLUDE         National Hymn – arr. Mark Thewes 
                                                                                               Mark Tryon, Organist 
                                                                                        
                          *(Indicates standing as you are able.) 
              Welcome members and visitors. Please take a moment 
to sign the communication card located in front of you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Prayer of Salvation 
Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross for my sin. 
Please forgive me. Come into my life. I receive You as my Lord and 
Savior. Now, help me to live for you the rest of this life. 
 
Prayer of Rededication 
Heavenly Father, I come before You with a repentant heart, asking 
for Your mercy and grace as I rededicate my life to You. Cleanse 
me, O Lord, and make me whole again and fill me and overflow me 
with your Spirit. 

 
 
 
 



Worship Notes 
Altar Flowers:  Please sign up on the bulletin board outside of the 
office if you would like to provide altar flowers. 
 
Share your experience on-line:   
-Check in at Paradise Church on Facebook, post a picture; “like”  

Paradise Church; make a comment; forward our posts on your 
page. 

-Follow Paradise Church on Instagram (paradise_ucc) 
 
Mailing Offerings: You may mail in your offering through the 
postal service: 619 E. Main Street, Louisville OH 44641.  
 
Online giving: Or you may give through our church website: 
paradisechurch.org. 
 
Visitors: Please fill out the communication card in the pew back 
in front of you so that we may get to know you better – these may 
be returned in the offering plate or left at the Welcome Center at 
the end of service. We are so glad you worshipped with us today! 
 
Coffee Hour: Stop for cookies, coffee and catching up 
between/after services! 
 
Join a group: Check our weekly calendar for upcoming activities! 
 
May 2nd Mile Mission – Louisville Community Cupboard 
Serving more than 250 households per month, the Louisville 
Community Cupboard’s mission is to offer grocery items to 
community members who are unable to provide for themselves 
and their families during critical periods of need.  Your cash gift to 
the 2nd Mile Mission will help to eliminate hunger in Louisville.  
Thank you! 
 
 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
TODAY, Sunday May 24, 2026 – Graduation, Memorial Day 
10:00am Sanctuary Worship 
10:00am Nursery 
10:00am Middle School Youth and Teens, youth room  
10:00am Kidsville class, Pre-K to 5th graders 
11:30am Contemporary Service, Sanctuary 
  2:00pm Speech/Debate Banquet, Fellowship Hall 
(Office closed Mondays and Fridays) 
 
Monday, May 25, 2026 – Memorial Day 
   
Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
10:00am  Quilting Group, Sewing Room 
  7:00pm  Yoga (Week #2), Fellowship Hall 
  7:00pm A. A., Lounge 
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 
10:00am Bible Study, Media Room 
  5:30pm Kidwatch Graduation, Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall 
 Thursday, May 28, 2026 
 11:30am Senior Luncheon, Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, May 30, 2026 
10:00am Al Anon, Sanctuary Office 
NEXT SUNDAY, May 31, 2026  
10:00am Sanctuary Worship 
10:00am Nursery 
10:00am Middle School Youth and Teens, youth room 
10:00am Kidsville class, Pre-K to 5th grader 
11:00-11:30 Library Book Give Away 
11:30am Contemporary Service, Sanctuary 
1:00-6:00 Room Rental, Lounge 
6:00-8:00 Youth Group, Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

PARADISE MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Paradise United Church of Christ seeks to provide a window 
through which the warmth and wisdom of Jesus can be clearly 
seen by everyone. We seek to embody the love of Jesus Christ 

through worship, spiritual growth, Christian education and service 
to God. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Scott Carney 
Scott@paradisechurch.org 

619 E. Main Street, Louisville, OH  44641 
Phone: 330-875-2677 
paradisechurch.org 
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