
Notes 
-SOUPS for January are Broome’s chili and vegetable.  Last day to order 
is January 4th for pickup on January 11th. 
-CHRISTMAS CARD BOX will be removed after today’s service.  Please 
check to see if you have any cards. 
-SECRET SISTERS REVEAL LUNCHEON will be on January 10th from 2-
4pm in fellowship hall.  Please sign up at the welcome center and mark 
down if you would like to bring a dessert, fruit, cheese, or chocolates. 
-CHRISTMAS/NEW YEARS OFFICE SCHEDULE-Office will be closed 
the week of 12/21 and 12/28 and will reopen on Tuesday, January 6, 
2026.  We will be taking down the Christmas decorations on Monday, 
January 5th at 9:00. 
-2026 CHURCH DIRECTORY-please have any changes into the office by 
January 15th. 
-YOUTH GROUP will start Sun., Jan. 18, 6-7pm. Online Kahoot Youth 
Night, games and prizes, more info to come!  
-BLESSING OF THE BIKES 2026 -We’re looking for enthusiastic team 
members to help make next year’s Blessing of the Bikes an amazing 
event.  If you’re interested, please sign up at the bulletin board. 
Brainstorming meetings will begin in January. 
-2026 SIGN UP SHEETS for bakers for coffee hour and altar flowers are 
on the bulletin board.  If you sign up to bring desserts for coffee hour 
please bring at least 6 dozen so there is plenty for everyone.  Thank you 
all so much for your contributions. 
-VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – if you would be willing to drive a member of 
the church to a doctor’s appointment there is a sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board outside the office. 
-SPECIAL NOTE - We are praying for all those watching online. 
-The emergency number for the church is 724-371-0215.  If the weather 
is questionable, please call this number to hear the voice recording say 
something like “Church service is cancelled due to morning snow”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 28, 2025                                                 10am Worship  
PRELUDE      Christmas Scherzo- June Nixon 
                                                                                                Mark Tryon, Organist  
      
*OPENING HYMN       Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                        #133          
   
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                 Bob Meadows 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Rev. Scott Carney 
L: As we step into this new year, we do not come by accident 

– we come by appointment.  “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 
29:11). 

P: We receive Your plans, Lord.  We receive Your future.  
We receive Your hope. 

L: The past is behind us, the new is before us, and God is 
already there.  “Forget the former things; do not dwell on 
the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!” (Isaiah 43:18-19). 

P: We look forward in faith.  We embrace the new thing You 
are doing. 

L: This year we walk by vision, not by fear. “Where there is no 
vision, the people perish”. (Proverbs 29:18 KJV). 

P: Open our eyes, Lord, that we may see Your purpose and 
walk in Your will. 

L: So today, we lift our hearts, align our lives, and fix our eyes 
on Jesus – “the Author and Finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:2). 

P: This is our year of alignment, obedience, and faith.  We 
worship You, Lord, and step boldly into Your vision and 
Your plan.  Amen! 



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                             Rev. Scott Carney 
Heavenly Father, as we begin this new year, we come before You 
with grateful hearts.  We thank You that You have spoken, that You 
have led us, and that You have given us vision and purpose for last 
year.  We celebrate the moments we said yes to Your will, the 
steps of faith we took even when the way was unclear, and the 
obedience that positioned us for Your blessing into the new year.  
Lord, where we will follow Your voice, strengthen us.  Where we 
trust Your timing, establish us.  Where we will walk in obedience, 
let there be fruit in fullness.  In this new year let us be willing to 
listen and follow you no matter what.  Strengthen us powerfully 
with your Holy Spirit so we can complete your plan for us.  In Jesus 
Name, Amen! 
 
*APOSTLES CREED 
All:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He 
descended to hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God, the 
Father Almighty.  From there He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (DEBTS/DEBTORS) 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO GIVE 
 
OFFERTORY        Go Tell it on the Mountain – Janet Linker                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                               Mark Tryon, Organist 

 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                     #625 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
   
ANTHEM CHOIR                  Christ Is Come                         Worship Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                   Habakkuk 2:2-3(NKJV) 
 2Then the Lord answered me and said: “Write the vision and 
make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.  3For the vision is 
yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie.  
Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 
 
SERMON                  Make the Vision Clear                  Rev. Scott Carney 
                                                                                                      
*CLOSING HYMN        It Came upon the Midnight Clear              #128 
 
*BENEDICTION                                                                               
  L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
  A: Thanks be to God 
 
*POSTLUDE       I Saw Three Ships - arr. Anna Laura Page 
                                                                                                Mark Tryon, Organist                                                   
                                                                                        
                          *(Indicates standing as you are able.) 
              Welcome members and visitors. Please take a moment 
to sign the communication card located in front of you. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Prayer of Salvation 
Dear Lord Jesus, Thank you for dying on the cross for my sin. Please 
forgive me. Come into my life. I receive You as my Lord and Savior. Now, 
help me to live for you the rest of this life. 
 
Prayer of Rededication 
Heavenly Father, I come before You with a repentant heart, asking for 
Your mercy and grace as I rededicate my life to You. Cleanse me, O 
Lord, and make me whole again and fill me and overflow me with your 
Spirit. 



 
 
 
 

EXPERIENCE: Worship 
 

GO: Evangelism 
Share your experience on-line:   
-Check in at Paradise Church on Facebook, post a picture; “like”  

Paradise Church; make a comment; forward our posts on your 
page. 

-Follow Paradise Church on Instagram (paradise_ucc) 
 

INVEST: Discipleship 
Mailing Offerings: You may mail in your offering through the 
postal service: 619 E. Main Street, Louisville OH 44641.  
Online giving: Or you may give through our church website: 
paradisechurch.org. 

 
CONNECT: Fellowship 

Visitors: Please fill out the communication card in the pew back 
in front of you so that we may get to know you better – these may 
be returned in the offering plate or left at the Welcome Center at 
the end of service. We are so glad you worshipped with us today! 
Coffee Hour: Stop for cookies, coffee and catching up 
between/after services! 
Join a group: Check our weekly calendar for upcoming activities! 
 

REACH: Ministry 
2nd Mile Offering December – Louisville Ministerial Fund for the 
Aldi Gift Card Program 
Food insecurity is a challenge in Louisville. Food insecure families 
are often unable to afford nutritious foods in sufficient quantity for 
all family members. From January through September of this year, 
82 Aldi gift cards were given out to those in need. Your December 
donations to this mission will be used to help fund the Aldi gift 

card program in 2026 through the Louisville Ministerial Fund. 
Thank you. 
 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

TODAY, Sunday, December 28, 2025 
10:00am Sanctuary Worship 
10:00am Nursery 
10:00am Middle School Youth and Teens, youth room  
10:00am Kidsville class, Pre-K to 5th graders 
(Office closed this week.) 
 
Monday, December 29, 2025 
 
Tuesday, December 30, 2025 
 
Wednesday, December 31, 2025 – New Year’s Eve 
 
Thursday, January 1, 2026 – HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 
10:00am Al Anon, Sanctuary Office 
12:00pm Rental, Youth Room 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, January 4, 2026 
10:00am Sanctuary Worship 
10:00am Nursery 
10:00am Middle School Youth and Teens, youth room 
10:00am Kidsville class, Pre-K to 5th graders 
11:30am Contemporary Service, Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

PARADISE MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Paradise United Church of Christ seeks to provide a window 
through which the warmth and wisdom of Jesus can be clearly 
seen by everyone. We seek to embody the love of Jesus Christ 

through worship, spiritual growth, Christian education and service 
to God. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Scott Carney 
Scott@paradisechurch.org 

619 E. Main Street, Louisville, OH  44641 
Phone: 330-875-2677 
paradisechurch.org 

 
 
 
 

 
Cover artwork by Julie Schuster. 
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